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The History of Our Lady Crowned Church
–
Celebrating 60 Special Years
Soon after his appointment as Bishop of Cork and Ross the Most Rev. Dr. Cornelius
Lucey embarked on an ambitious plan to build five new churches in the fast
developing suburbs of Cork city. The five new churches were to be named after
the five Glorious Mysteries of the Rosary as follows:
		
		
		
		
		

1. The Church of the Ascension, Gurranabraher (1955)
2. The Church of the Assumption, Ballyphehane (1956)
3. The Church of the Resurrection, Farranree (1958)
4. The Church of the Holy Spirit, Dennehy’s Cross (1960)
5. The Church of Our Lady Crowned, Mayfield (1962)

Our Lady Crowned Church was the completion of the circle of the five new
churches around Cork city. Controversy surrounded the citing of a number new
churches and Our Lady Crowned was no exception. The city councillors were
planning a new exit road from the city for the main Dublin Road. His Lordship
was anxious that this new road should run in front of the new proposed church.
On this occasion he was not successful.
As a parish we owe a great debt of gratitude to the late Timothy and Ellen Spillane
who generously donated the site for the church. Such was their generosity that
when it came to the building of the presbyteries a number of years later they
willingly gave part of their front garden, again without cost to the parish. The
Presbyteries were completed in 1965. The building of the Parochial House to the
rear of the church was completed in 1979.
The architect appointed for Our Lady Crowned Church was Messrs Boyd Barrett
and the building contractors were O’Regan and O’Leary who had successfully
completed the building of the church in Farranree. The design of the church was
an open-plan cone shaped building with the Altar placed at the apex of the cone
and the roof sloping towards the sanctuary. Progress on the building proceeded
to plan until the roof stage was reached. The roof was to be of concrete and steel
interlacing. Difficulties were encountered in completing the roof forcing the bankruptcy of the building contractor. P.J. Hegarty & Co completed the work and the
church was consecrated and opened for worship on the 10th June 1962. The cost
of the building of the church in 1962 was £149,440.00.
Twenty years after the laying of the foundation stone at Our Lady Crowned Church
on the 8th October 1979 Bishop Cornelius Lucey decreed that the Parish of Upper

Mayfield be established. The new parish would lead to a division of the existing
parish of St Patrick’s and to a limited extent Glanmire.
In 2005 Our Lady Crowned Church underwent major repair and refurbishment at a
cost of €1.43 million. As when the church was first build – the parishioners were most
generous in covering the costs of this work as did their predecessors in 1962.
The beautiful stained glass windows in the church are the work of Murphy & Devitt
of Dublin. Their work can be seen in many churches in Cork and various parts of
Ireland. It is said that the stained glass windows in Our Lady Crowned Church are
by far their best work. Their training began at the Harry Clarke Studios in Dublin in
1952, hence, an element of the Harry Clarke style. They started out on their own in
the late 1950’s in Monkstown, Dublin and later moved to their custom-built studios
in Blackrock, Dublin.
When they were commissioned to design, make and install the stained glass
windows in Our Lady Crowned Church – The National Inventory of Architectural
Heritage stated that “the extensive stained glass windows from the workshops of
Murphy & Devitt in Dublin are of particular artistic merit.” The cost of these masterpieces amounted to £5,310.00.
The limestone statue of Our Lady with copper halo on the front of the tower of
our church was carved by Irish Sculptor Seamus Murphy, examples of his unique
carvings and monuments can be seen around Ireland and in particular Cork.
The Parish of Upper Mayfield has at this time 3,500 homes and this number continues to grow with many new developments in place. The population is approximately
10,000 people living here. Since the church was opened:
		7,447 Baptisms have taken place
		
1,020 Marriages have been celebrated
		
5,350 children received First Holy Communion
		
4,439 children received the Sacrament of Confirmation
		
2 Professions to Religious life
		
9 Ordinations to the Priesthood
		
3008 Funerals have taken place
As we celebrate 60 special years in the life of our Parish Church located in the heart
of our parish area – a great debt of gratitude goes to all the people both living and
deceased who made great financial sacrifices firstly, in the early years to pay for the
building of the church, then over the years to cover the running costs and again almost 20 years ago in the major refurbishment costs. What we have today and we are
so proud of is for the future of our parish community and the generations to come.
To the next 60 years we ask our Patroness – Our Lady Crowned to watch over us
and to protect and guide all of our parish family both now and into the future.
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The Baptism Preparation Team and Funeral Ministry Team who give of
their time in the support to families that is needed on these two significant
moments in life.

We acknowledge the work of the Mercy Sisters who were resident and
involved in the life of parish since the 1960’s until September 2016, we
thank you for the contribution you made in your time here – your memory
still lives on among the parishioners. We also acknowledge the help and
wonderful support of the Dominican Community of Ennismore to our
parish.

The schools in any parish play an essential role in the life of all children,
and it is the same here in Upper Mayfield Parish – we sincerely thank the
teachers and the school principals for their work especially in the preparation of the Sacraments of First Holy Communion and Confirmation with
the children over the past 60 years. What they do links with the role of the
home and the parish in the faith formation of the children.
We have three affiliated Church organisations in the parish: The Legion
of Mary who meet every Tuesday, The St Joseph’s Young Priests Society
who meet monthly and they pray for and foster vocations to the priesthood – it is very important that all of us promote and encourage vocations
to the priesthood and religious life, many will remember that our parish
always had two to three priests in our community – today we have just
myself and in these changing times many parishes in our diocese do not
have a resident priest. Finally, we have the St Vincent de Paul Society who
do great work in the community in supporting individuals and families who
need their help. We thank the many volunteers who give of their time. All
of these groups need new members and all are welcome.
Until the Covid Pandemic our church always had an excellent team of
Altar Servers – recently we have reintroduced this ministry and we have
just one Altar Server at present and we are inviting our young people to
consider being part of the Altar team.
Finances are always important in any parish, personally I hate to burden
people about money, but, I would like to thank the community for their
generosity to the church, various charities and to myself. We cannot and
should not forget that many benefactors both living and deceased who
have supported our parish financially over the past sixty years. I would
like to thank also the collectors in our church each weekend who willingly
accept the role of collecting at our Masses. Thanks too to the Parish Dues
Collectors, the Finance Committee and Money Counters.
Everyone who visits our church always comment on how well both inside
and outside looks, this is thanks to those who roll up their shelves and
ensure that the place is always looking its best, a special word of thanks
to William, Anne, Niall and Margaret.
Prayer is a very important part of our life and we all need prayers – we
acknowledge all those who pray the Rosary here in our church each
morning both before and after Mass.

To you the parish community and those who worship here, a word of appreciation to the support and encouragement I receive on a daily basis.
As I meet you each week and talk to you I often meet many people who
say that they are visiting or from another a parish – I always say everyone
is welcome at Our Lady Crowned Church. A word of appreciation to Fr
Dwayne Gavin and Rev Deacon David Lane for their help and assistance
throughout the year and our parishioners always enjoy their inspiring and
thought provoking homilies. I wish to acknowledge all the priests who
have ministered here over the past 60 years each brought their own gifts
and talents and the people still talk fondly of how special each priest was
to them.
Visiting the sick and housebound I feel is a very important part of my ministry here in our parish community. I enjoy my monthly visits to those who
cannot get to our church and I thank each one for the lovely welcome I
receive.
Our 60th Anniversary Celebrations have been in the planning since last
October and I thank the Parish Pastoral Council for working with me in
the preparations as well as all the other work they do on your behalf – we
always give a brief outline in the Parish Newsletter of matters discussed.
Like any other group we need help and again when we ask for help many
volunteers come forward to assist and both the Parish Pastoral Council
and myself are deeply grateful to the people who have come forward to
assist over the year and in particular on this the occasion of 60th Anniversary Celebrations.
In the Mayfield community there are many groups and organisations
who support the life of the community outside of the Church and I thank
them too as they serve the needs all of ages across the parish and wider
community.
Finally, I leave till the last two people whom I am sure you will agree deserve
a special thank you both on behalf of the parish community and myself and
that is to Mr Pat O’Leary and Mrs Mary Hurley for their dedication to the
church, sacristy, parish office and our parish. Both work well together and
their attention to detail is to a very high standard. I personally am spoiled as
they always have everything in order for all our Masses seven days a week
and fifty two weeks of the year. Our church is always warm and bright and
we have to remember that when we arrive each morning that the church
doors are open and everything ready. We have to remember too that each
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